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Discussing the advantages of union he says ; " The
veins of commerce in every part will be replenished,
and will acquire additional motion and vigour from a
free circulation of the commodities of every part. Com-
mercial enterprise will have much greater scope, from
the diversity in the productions of different states." *
In Canada, too, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and
Prince Edward Island joined the Dominion of Canada as
they saw in that union great advantages to their commerce
in the creation of greater and better communications, rail-
ways and lakes, seaports and mercantile marine.f The union
of Tipper and Lower Canada opened the prospect of a better
arrangement of customs and tariffs, f While the fathers of
the Australian Commonwealth were putting their heads
together for evolving a constitution to unite the independent
colonies, economic factors were playing an important part
in determining the views of the public. In fact the first
referendum taken in New South Wales did not favour a
federal union simply because the people of that colony were
afraid that the union might result in the adoption of protec-
tion. Sir Henry Parkes, the leader of the Free Trade Party
of New South Wales, had been severely criticised for trying
* Federalist, No. XI.
j" la as much as the provinces of Canada, Nova Scotia, and New
Brunswick have joined in a declaration that the construction of the Inter-
colonial Railway is essential to the Consolidation of the Union of British
North America, and to the Assent thereto of Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick and have consequently agreed that Provision should be made for
its immediate Construction by the Government of Canada; therefore, in
order to give effect to that Agreement, it shall be the duty of the Govern-
ment and Parliament of Canada to provide for the Commencement within sis
months after the Union, of a Railway connecting the River St. Lawrence
with the City of Halifax in Nova Scotia, and for the Construction thereof
without Intermission, and the Completion thereof with all practicable Speed."
British North America Act, Section 145,
Also Liicas' Introduction to Durham's Report, Tol. 1, pp, 201-5.
$ Durham's Report, vol II, pp. 308-309, and pp, 313-319.